Grade 8 Resource Packet
Dear Eighth Grade Students,
This packet includes a range of activities that you can work on independently at home. Resources
are categorized into two types:
●

●

Independent Projects
○ These projects cover a range of different topics and skills. They may be spread out over
multiple days.
Enrichment Activities (including digital options)
○ These activities are organized into Read, Write, Move, Design, and Solve categories so
that you can engage in many different ways while at home.

You may work through these resources over multiple days and in any order.
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Independent Projects
Project 1: Independent Civic Action Project—Census 2020
Estimated Time

10 hours

Caregiver Support
Option

Household member interviews

Materials Needed

Notebook or journal

Question to Explore How will you make sure everyone is counted in the 2020 census?

Student Directions

This guide is designed to help you engage in an independent civic action
project, and follows the CPS Informed Action Framework. During this project,
you will understand, investigate, reflect, and act to answer the question,
“How will you make sure everyone is counted in the 2020 census?”

The 2020 U.S. Census begins NOW. E
 VERYONE can have a real impact in the census by using their
expertise and knowledge of their community to make sure everyone is counted.

How will you make sure everyone is counted in the 2020
census?
This project has three phases of research, reflection, and action:
● Phase 1: Understand and connect to the Call to Action
question.
● Phase 2: Investigate the topic and any barriers to census
completion.
● Phase 3: Plan and take action.
PHASE 1: Understand and connect to the question, “How do we
make sure everyone is counted?”
Document your answers/information collected for each step in a journal.
Step 1: Explore what the census is and why it is important.
Watch this video (https://youtu.be/HMaaH6Suf98) OR read Document A included in this packet and
then answer the following questions in your journal:
❏ What do you know about the U.S. Census now that you didn’t know before?
❏ Have you or your family ever participated in the Census? Why or why not?
❏ How will the census impact you or your family?
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❏ What other information would be important to know/understand in order to answer the project
question?
Step 2: Connect with and collect information from others.
Now, interview two or more family or community members by phone, email, or social media. Focus
on different ages over 30 years old. Use the questions below, and other questions you want to ask.
Write down the responses to each question.
Sample questions for interviews:
❏ What is the U.S. Census?
❏ Have you ever completed the Census? Why or why not?
❏ How will the census impact you or your family?
After you finish your interviews, complete the reflection below.
❏ What do you know now that you didn’t know before?
❏ Did the responses from any of the people you interviewed surprise you? Why or why not?
❏ Why do you think these individuals have had these experiences with the U.S. Census?
❏ Do you think other people in your community have had similar or different experiences from
those you interviewed?
PHASE 2: Investigate the topic and any barriers to Census completion.
Step 1: Research community impact.
Use the maps provided in Source C to answer the questions below:
❏ What do the colors/shades on the map mean? What patterns do you notice?
❏ Was the percentage for your school/neighborhood/part of the city higher or lower than what
you would have expected? Explain.
❏ Looking at the overall map, why do you think some areas of Chicago are harder to count than
others?
❏ Is this data similar to what you learned from your family/community survey data?
Step 2: Focus and narrow your research.
Here you will work to better understand the Census, and any causes for the issues you’ve learned
about in the previous steps. Document your answers in your journal, and make note of NEW
questions that you come up with.
❏ Why is the Census important?
❏ What is the U.S. Census information used for?
❏ Who does and doesn’t get counted in your community and why?
❏ Why don’t some people complete the Census?
❏ Why are some communities harder to count than others?
Use Sources A and B, your research from Phase 1 interviews, and Phase 2 map analysis to help you
answer the following questions.
❏ What surprised you about some of the research you did?
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❏ Are there barriers (obstacles or things that get in the way) to the U.S. Census that you
identified that are more important than others? Explain.
❏ How will knowing who doesn’t get counted help develop a way to get everyone counted in
your community?
Step 3: Analyze the issue(s) and assess possible solutions.
List all the reasons you found why some people don’t complete the U.S. Census.
❏ Which barrier seems like the most important to address and why?
❏ Is there a barrier you have identified that doesn’t seem to have a solution? Explain.
PHASE 3: Plan and Take Action
Step 1: Plan and Take Action
In this phase, you will take action to ensure everyone is counted in the Census! You will create
awareness for what the Census is and why it is important, and get as many people as you can to
complete the U.S. Census. Follow these steps to organize your awareness campaign.
❏ Step 1: Reflect upon and summarize what you have learned about the U.S. Census and why
it’s important. Decide on the information that is most important or has the biggest impact.
❏ Step 2: Identify WHO needs to know this information and WHY they need to know it.
❏ Step 3: Identify WHAT you want to say and HOW you want to say it. What could you say to this
audience that will make them complete the Census?
❏ Step 4: Next, choose the best way to reach people to make sure they complete their Census.
A letter or email? A tweet? A tik tok? A social media campaign? Phone calls? Why is this the
best way to reach them?
❏ Step 5: Finally, construct your MESSAGE. Consider what you have already decided, and how
to bring that all together.
❏ Step 6: Implement your plan and make sure to document your action along the way! Track
your outcomes if you can. Did anyone complete the Census because of your action?
Step 2: Reflect and Share!
After completing your action, share with others what you learned about the Census and why it’s
important to engage in civic life!
❏ What did you learn throughout the process?
❏ What did you learn about yourself and your community?
❏ Why should young people be civically engaged?
❏ Why should everyone complete the Census?
As a final action, connect with other CPS students working to get their communities counted by
sharing your experience, ideas and thoughts either on social media @CPSCivicLife #EngageCPS or
email us at SSCE@cps.edu.

SOURCE A: 2020census.gov

What Is the 2020 Census? The 2020 Census counts every person living in the United States and five U.S.
territories. The count is mandated by the Constitution and conducted by the U.S. Census Bureau, a
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nonpartisan government agency. The 2020 Census counts the population in the United States and
five U.S. territories (Puerto Rico, American Samoa, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana
Islands, Guam, and the U.S. Virgin Islands). Each home will receive an invitation to respond to a short
questionnaire—online, by phone, or by mail—between March 12–20.
Why We Conduct This Count: The census provides critical data that lawmakers, business owners,
teachers, and many others use to provide daily services, products, and support for you and your
community. Every year, billions of dollars in federal funding go to hospitals, fire departments, schools,
roads, and other resources based on census data.
The results of the census also determine the number of seats each state will have in the U.S. House of
Representatives, and they are used to draw congressional and state legislative districts.
It's also in the Constitution: Article 1, Section 2, mandates that the country conduct a count of its
population once every 10 years. The 2020 Census will mark the 24th time that the country has
counted its population since 1790.

SOURCE B: Berube, Alan. Stakes are high for cities and regions ahead of an unsettled 2020
census.
Brookings Institute “The Avenue.” Thursday, February 7, 2019

A little over one year from now, the United States will participate in a democratic tradition that
stretches back to the founding of the republic: the once-a-decade census of its population.
From 1790 (U.S. population: 3.9 million) to 2010 (U.S. population: 309 million), the once every ten years
census has changed alongside the nation itself. From the territory it covers, to the questions it asks, to
how it collects the information, the census has reflected evolution in technology, the role of the
federal government, and the size of the country itself.
As we approach 2020, however, both technical and political changes in the census are introducing
new challenges. The stakes are high for cities and regions, which depend on a full and accurate
count of their populations to ensure their financial health and political strength. Three areas of
concern stand out.
The Census is Moving (Partially) Online: For the first time in 2020, the U.S. Census Bureau plans to allow
households to respond to the census survey via the internet. This move could help reduce the costs of
the census (e.g., fewer paper forms to collect and process) and improve response rates among a
U.S. population that’s increasingly online, all the time.
Yet a digital census could cause complications for participation, particularly in areas with limited
internet access. My colleague Adie Tomer and co-authors find that in 2015, almost one in four
Americans (74 million people) lived in neighborhoods where fewer than 40 percent of households
have internet access. It’s not only rural areas where broadband’s reach is limited; major metro areas
with large Hispanic populations—and/or significant areas of concentrated poverty—exhibit troubling
internet access gaps as well. As CityLab’s Kriston Capps reports, many cities are leaning on libraries to
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connect those populations to the online census, but tests thus far suggest the fix won’t be easy.
The massive online data collection effort also introduces significant data quality, privacy, and security
challenges for the Census Bureau. Viruses, impersonator websites, data breaches, and internet
service disruptions could threaten the accuracy of the count. While the Bureau is investing in
addressing potential security weaknesses, the Government Accountability Office recently
flagged significant challenges and risks the Bureau still faces to mounting a successful online 2020
census.
THE CENSUS MAY BE UNDER-RESOURCED: The Census Bureau has estimated the full “life cycle” cost of
the 2020 census at $15.6 billion. Much of its ramp-up funding over the past few years came in below
projected needs, leading to reduced testing of new operations and procedures. As Capps from
CityLab details, the Bureau cut two of its planned dress rehearsals, conducting only one end-to-end
test in Providence County, R.I. Moreover, the Census Bureau went without a permanent director for
18 months during this critical period, with Congress finally confirming federal statistical agency
veteran Steven Dillingham to the position in early January.
Signs are looking up that Congress will provide adequate funding for the 2020 census in the coming
year. Still, other preparation challenges confront the Bureau, including the need to hire more than
500,000 enumerators—the workers who go door-to-door to make sure that people who don’t
respond online or by mail to the survey get counted. Last time around in 2010, the U.S. unemployment
rate was hovering near 10 percent, and workers looking for a decent-paying temporary gig were
relatively easy to find. Now with the rate south of 4 percent, it may be harder to find such workers,
and as a result more difficult to ensure that harder-to-count communities are accurately captured in
the census.

SOURCE C: Census Hard-To-Count Maps, 2020
The following images show the rate of people in CHICAGO that were counted in the last U.S. Census
in 2010. The rates represent the number of households that filled out the census on their own. So 50%
or higher means 50% of the people or more in that neighborhood completed the Census in 2010.
WESTSIDE

NORTH-SIDE
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SOUTHSIDE

SOUTHEAST SIDE

Project 2: Independent Civic Action Project—Elections 2020
Estimated Time

10 hours

Caregiver Support
Option

Interviews of household members about voting.

Materials Needed

Notebook or Journal

Question to Explore How do we get people to vote in Chicago?

Student Directions

This guide is designed to help you engage in an independent civic action
project, and follows the CPS Informed Action Framework. During this project,
you will understand, investigate, reflect, and act to answer the question,
“How do we get people to vote?”

2020 will bring about a major election in the United States. We will be
voting for the U.S. President and Congress, as well as state and local
offices. EVERYONE can have a real impact on the election by using
their expertise and knowledge of their community to increase the
voter turnout, even if they are not eligible to vote themselves.
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How do we get people to vote in Chicago?
This project has three phases of research, reflection, and action:
● Phase 1: Understand and connect to the Call to Action question.
● Phase 2: Investigate the topic and any barriers to voting.
● Phase 3: Plan and take action.

PHASE 1: Understand and connect to the question “How do we get people to vote in
Chicago?”
Step 1: Explore what the elections are and why voting is important.
Watch the following videos http://bit.ly/ELECTIONSVIDEO1 OR http://bit.ly/ELECTIONSVIDEO2
OR read Source A included in this packet below and then answer the following questions in your
journal:
❏ What do you know about elections and voting that you didn’t know before?
❏ Have people you know or people in your family ever voted? Why or why not?
❏ Why should people vote?
❏ What other information would be important to know/understand in order to answer the project
question?”
Step 2: Connect with and collect information from others
Now, interview two or more family or community members by phone, email, or social media. Focus
on different ages if possible, 18 and older. Use the questions below, and other questions you want to
ask. Write down the responses to each question. Here are some sample questions for interviews:
❏ Did you vote in the last election?
❏ Do you plan to vote in the upcoming election?
❏ Why do you/do you not vote?
❏ What do you know about the upcoming elections?
❏ What do you know about the voting process?
After you finish your interviews, complete the reflection below.
❏ What do you know now that you didn’t know before?
❏ Did the responses from any of the people you interviewed surprise you? Why or why not?
❏ Why do you think these individuals have had these experiences with the voting/elections?
❏ Do you think other people in your community have had similar or different experiences from
those you interviewed?

PHASE 2: Investigate the topic and any barriers to voting.
Step 1: Research community impact.
Use the maps provided in Source D below to answer the questions below:
❏ What do the colors/shades on the map mean? What patterns do you notice?
❏ Was the percentage for your school/neighborhood/part of the city higher or lower than what
you would have expected? Explain.
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❏ Looking at the overall map, why do you think some areas of Chicago voted more than others?
❏ Is this data similar to what you learned from your interviews?
Step 2: Focus and narrow your research
Here you will work to better understand elections, voting, and any causes for the issues you’ve
learned about in the previous steps. Document your answers in your journal, and make a note of any
NEW questions that you have as you investigate.
❏ Why are elections and voting important?
❏ Who is eligible (eligible: to have the right to do something) to vote in Illinois elections?
❏ How does someone register (register: to sign up) to vote in Illinois?
❏ Why do some people vote while others don’t?
❏ Are there some barriers (obstacles or things that get in the way) to voting in some
communities that don’t exist in others? Why do these barriers exist?
Use Sources A, B, and C; your research from Phase 1 interviews; and map analysis to help you answer
the questions:
❏ Did anything you learned surprise you?
❏ Do you feel any barriers are more important than others? Explain.
❏ What information would be the most helpful in convincing those who can but don’t vote, to
vote?
Step 3: Analyze the issue(s)and assess possible solutions.
List all the reasons you found why some people don’t vote.
❏ Which barrier seems the most important to address and why?
❏ Is there a barrier you have identified that doesn’t seem to have a solution? Explain.

PHASE 3: Plan and Take Action
Step 1: Plan and Take Action
Here you will take action to ensure your community gets out and votes! In this step, you will create
awareness for the 2020 election and why it is important, and get as many people as you can to
commit to voting. Follow these steps to organize your awareness campaign.
❏ Step 1: Think about and summarize what you have learned about the election and why it’s
important. Decide on the information that is the most important and why people should vote.
❏ Step 2: Identify WHO needs to know this information and WHY they need to know it.
❏ Step 3: Identify WHAT you want to say and HOW you want to say it. What could you say to this
audience that will make them get out and vote?
❏ Step 4: Next, choose the best way to reach people to make sure they turn out and vote. A
letter or email? A tweet? A tik tok? A social media campaign? Phone calls? Why is this the
best way to reach them?
❏ Step 5: Finally, construct your MESSAGE. What is the most powerful way to convince the
people in your community to vote?
❏ Step 6: Carry out your plan and make sure to document your actions along the way! Track
your outcomes (what happened as a result of your actions?) if you can.
Step 2: Reflect and Share!
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After completing your action, share with others what you learned about the elections and why it’s
important to participate in elections, even if you’re not old enough to vote!
❏ What did you learn throughout the process?
❏ What did you learn about yourself and your community?
❏ Why should everyone vote or participate in the voting process, even if they are not old enough
to vote?
❏ How can young people participate in elections, even if they are not old enough to vote?
As a final action, connect with other CPS students working to get out the vote by sharing your
experience, ideas and thoughts either on social media @CPSCivicLife #EngageCPS or email us at
SSCE@cps.edu.

SOURCE A: CIRCLE: Broadening Youth Voting Overview:
https://circle.tufts.edu/our-research/broadening-youth-voting
Participating in elections and voting are some of the most important and powerful ways young people
can contribute to their communities, their country, and the democratic process. It’s one of many forms
that youth engagement (engagement: the act of participating in one’s community or country) can
take, and a powerful way for youth to make their voices heard and have an impact on issues that
affect them and their communities. The votes of young adults and participation of young people who
are not yet old enough to vote can even help decide who wins an election. And, because elections
happen often and everywhere, young people regularly have the opportunity to help decide who wins
elections.
Yet, historically, young people have voted at lower rates than older adults. That may be starting to
change: in 2018, youth turnout was the highest we have ever recorded for a midterm election (midterm
elections in the United States are the general elections that are held near the midpoint of a president's
four-year term of office). Historically, these elections have lower voter turnout than general elections
(general election: voters cast their ballots for members of the national or state legislature. There is a
general election every four years to choose the president.), and young people's participation increased
(compared to 2014) more than that of older voters. That said, our research shows that many young
people do not receive training or support to become informed voters. As a result, there are differences
in voting rates by race/ethnicity, education level, and socioeconomic level (how much money or
income a person has). As a result, certain groups have more influence on what happens during
elections. When certain groups have more say than others, we fall short of the democratic values of our
country, which rely on the participation of everyone, and we miss an opportunity to improve our
communities.
SOURCE B: Rock the Vote: Voter Rights in Illinois https://www.rockthevote.org/voting-information/illinois/#
Pre-Registration: 17-year-olds who will be 18 by the next general election can pre-register to vote. On
your 18th birthday, your voter registration application will be fully processed.
Same Day Registration: Illinois offers the opportunity to register to vote on Election Day at your home
precinct. To register, voters must bring two pieces of identification: one must have their current address,
and the other should be another form of ID.
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Automatic Voter Registration:Automatic Voter Registration was passed in 2017, but the program has yet
to be implemented.
If You've Moved: Illinois requires registrants to live in the state for at least 30 days before registering to
vote.
Documentation Requirements: When submitting a voter registration application, no additional
documents are required for your registration to be processed. The state confirms your citizenship and
eligibility through the information provided on your registration form, such as your state-issued license/ID
number or the last 4 digits of your SSN. However, grace period registration applications (submitted after
Illinois' voter registration deadline) require two forms of identification, one of which must have the
applicant's current address.
Voting Rights Restoration: Voting rights of convicted persons are restored upon one's release from
incarceration. Returning citizens must re-register to vote after their rights are restored.
Interstate Voter Rolls Accuracy & Maintenance: Illinois is a member-state of the Electronic Registration
Information Center (ERIC) and participates in the Interstate Crosscheck program to compare voter rolls
with other states for maintenance purposes.
SOURCE C - Chicago Elections Mapped: Voter Turnout High, But Low In Minority Neighborhoods
WBEZ , Elliott Ramos, November 8, 2018
Chicago voter turnout for the midterm election Tuesday was the highest in decades — 56 percent
citywide — but that was not the case in many minority communities.
That's according to an analysis of data from the Chicago Board of Elections.
While the turnout was the highest in 32 years for a midterm election (midterm election: Midterm
elections in the United States are elections that are held near the midpoint of a president's four-year
term of office. Historically, these elections have lower voter turnout than general elections) , it was
significantly lower than the city turnout in the 2016 general election, which was 71 percent. (general
election: voters cast their ballots for members of the national or state legislature. There is a general
election every four years to choose the president.)
On Tuesday, neighborhoods such as Lake View, Lincoln Park, Edgewater, and North Center, which
are generally wealthier and more white than other Chicago neighborhoods, saw high turnouts
averaging or exceeding 70-75 percent.
Precincts in lower income neighborhoods that are largely African American or Hispanic, such as East
and West Garfield Park, Humboldt Park, Hermosa, and Belmont Cragin averaged turnouts at or below
40 percent. Those percentages were similar to South Side neighborhoods such as South Deering,
Riverdale, and West Englewood.
But some South Side neighborhoods did not follow that trend, with Englewood, Chatham, Greater
Grand Crossing, and parts of Pullman above 65 percent.
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There was one notable oddity, and that was the 37th Precinct in the 5th Ward, which is in the Hyde
Park neighborhood showing a 119 percent voter turnout.
Jim Allen, the communications director for the Chicago Board of Elections, said it was a known error.
“Part of that precinct was incorrectly coded to a different precinct.” Because of that, he said the
number of registered voters was lower than the amount cast there, which is why they reportedly ran
out of ballots yesterday.
He said the turnout for that precinct is likely closer to 60 percent.
There appeared to be stark differences in turnout between yesterday’s election and the midterm
election of 2014.
Much of the turnout Chicago’s South and West sides were down dramatically compared to four
years ago. A lot of that appears to be because the same areas also experienced dramatic drops in
numbers of registered voters.
Some of these areas have seen the greatest loss of population, according to latest census figures.
SOURCE D -WBEZ Voter Turnout Map - 2018 election
The following images show the rate of people in CHICAGO that voted in the 2018 election. The rates
represent the number of people who voted. So darker red indicates more people in that
neighborhood who voted in 2018.

CHICAGO
CHICAGO

NORTH-SIDE
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SOUTH-SIDE Chicago

LOOP and WEST-SIDE CHICAGO

SOUTH-EAST CHICAGO

Project 3: Seeking Shelter
Estimated Time

3 to 4 hours

Caregiver Support
Option

All of the questions posed in this project lend themselves to strong
opportunities for discussion.
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Materials Needed

Pencil and scratch paper

Question to Explore What factors influence homelessness in a city?

Student Directions

This three-part project explores factors that influence homelessness in a city
and ways that young people are working to support those experiencing
homelessness. You will compare ideas presented in recent articles, explore
the mathematics and impact of bringing large corporations into cities, and
then write a speech to convince your community to support your position.
There are also optional videos available to learn more.

These resources can be found at https://www.mathalicious.com/lessons/seeking-shelter-new.

Part 1: Do the Math

1. Pre-Write: If you were a mayor of a town or city, would you want Amazon to build its new
headquarters in your area? Why or why not?
2. Each year, thousands of people move to New York City to start a new job. The following
graphs show how the median annual income and the average annual rent have changed
there since 2010 (where year 0 = 2010, 1 = 2011, etc.). Would you conclude from the trendlines
that the typical resident has gotten better off or worse off? Explain.

3. The graph below shows the relationship between rent and income in New York between
2010–2019. What does the equation tell you, and how do you expect this would affect
people who live in the city?
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4. Across the United States, more than 500,000 people are experiencing homelessness at any
given moment. Many had homes but lost them when they could no longer afford the rent.
Look at the graphs below describing homelessness in New York. Explain what the equations
tell you about homelessness there. Based on this, if you drew a graph of the homeless
population vs. the median income of the city, what do you expect it would look like?

Part 2: Mayor’s Speech

In 2017, internet giant Amazon announced that it would build a second headquarters somewhere
in North America. It promised 50,000 new highly-paid jobs and invited cities to apply to be home
of the so-called “HQ2.”
If you were the mayor of a city or town, what factors would you consider in deciding
whether to recruit a company like Amazon to your area? How would you share the
excitement of a big business and high paying jobs with potential negative consequences
like homelessness? Consider doing additional research online (if available) or interview
others in your household before writing a speech that you would deliver as mayor. In your
speech, be sure to include both positive and negative impacts and address the concerns
of at least two groups of people in your city.

Part 3: Homelessness in Chicago
Read the two articles below and respond to the prompts.
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10-year-old’s blessing bags for homeless capture Barack Obama’s attention
By Heidi Stevens, Chicago Tribune on 04.25.16
Word Count 906
Level MAX
Jahkil Jackson is going to have a hard time topping 2017, but something tells me he’ll find a way.
The 10-year-old Chicagoan set out last year to create 5,000 blessing bags and distribute them to
people who are homeless. The bags include soap, toothpaste, shampoo and other toiletries, socks
and a healthy snack.
On December 28, he packed his 5,000th bag. On December 29, Barack Obama tweeted about
him.
The former president was on an end-of-the-year hope-spreading mission, tweeting out a collection
of stories from 2017 that “remind us what’s best about America.” Jahkil and his blessing bags made
the list.
“I was asleep in my room because I was tired and I didn’t have anywhere to go, and my mom
woke me up and yelled at me, ‘Barack Obama just tweeted about you!’ ” Jahkil told me recently.
“She just went on Facebook or something and saw that he tweeted about me.”
“I don’t have Twitter,” Jahkil’s mom, Natae Jackson, said. “Someone sent me a screenshot saying,
‘President Obama just tweeted about Jahkil from his personal account.’ I was like, ‘What?’”
Those of you who read my columns with any sort of regularity know I’m fiercely loyal to Chicago
and want the whole of our story told. Not just the violence, which is real and gut-wrenching. Not just
the cash-strapped public schools, which are, indeed, cash-strapped. Not just the lives lost, which
are far, far too many.
Those parts of our story deserve — indeed, need — our attention. But we can’t understand those
parts, we can’t fully care about those parts, when we don’t know what’s at stake. When we don’t
learn the rest of the story. The teachers and artists and entrepreneurs and activists and authors and
police officers and architects and children — oh, man, the children — who work and learn and
grow here, who make sense of it and who make it beautiful and make it better.
To see a former president of the United States grab hold of Jahkil’s story and send it out to the world
was to see someone look to Chicago for what’s best about America and find it.
After Jahkil packed his 5,000th blessing bag, he and his mom drove a bundle of them to Pacific
Garden Mission homeless shelter on South Canal Street. Often they distribute the bags at shelters;
other times they hand them out individually when they encounter a man or woman on the street.
Jahkil’s parents keep blessing bags in their car at all times.
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“He yells at us if we don’t,” his mom told me in September when I first wrote about Jahkil.
“I also yell at them if they do,” Jahkil said. “I yell, ‘Pull over! We have to give them a bag!’ ”
Jahkil’s great-aunt brought him to Lower Wacker Drive to hand out chili and soup to the people
camped out there when Jahkil was 5 years old. He’s been determined to help as many people as
he can ever since.
“That sparked something in him,” Natae Jackson said. “He would literally tear up when he would
see someone who was homeless, trying to understand how that person got into that situation.”
She and her husband, Jamiel, and her mother, Phyllis Smith, helped him establish Project I Am, a
nonprofit through which he collects money and organizes events to create and distribute blessing
bags.
Jahkil also serves as a youth ambassador for Heartland Alliance, an international organization that
works to alleviate poverty, and he sits on the youth council for WE, a nonprofit that encourages
young people to serve their communities through volunteer work.
In September, he won a 2017 Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes, a national award that goes to
25 young people making a positive difference in the world. The honor came with $5,000 to put
toward the recipient’s chosen cause, and Jahkil put his toward more blessing bags.
When he reached his goal of 5,000 bags, a Project I Am publicist contacted the Obama
Foundation to share Jahkil’s story. The group shared it some more — both in an Obama Foundation
e-blast and a personal tweet from the former president.
Jahkil is just getting started. He wants to distribute 6,000 blessing bags in 2018, and he wants to help
kids in other cities create them, as well. He and his parents have established blessing bagstarter kits
that they’ll send to schools and individuals who’ve contacted them through the Project I Am
website.
He also wants to get a tiny house movement going in Chicago, similar to one in Detroit, in which
social service agencies build small houses (300 square feet or so) for people who are homeless.
In Detroit, according to the Detroit Free Press, organizations and businesses donate money to build
the houses — General Motors donated $135,000 to build three — and then residents pay a small
amount of rent each month, attend homeownership classes and complete monthly community
service hours.
“I want to build one with my bare hands,” Jahkil told me. “I want to see how that feels.”
Jahkil’s mom said she’s planning to contact Habitat for Humanity to see if it can help her family
learn more about the logistics of starting a tiny house movement here.
“That’s going to be an interesting goal for the year,” she said with a laugh. “But, you know, it’s
heartfelt. I’m not going to limit anything he wants to do.
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No small problem: L.A. takes tiny homes from the homeless
By Los Angeles Times, adapted by Newsela staff on 03.10.16
Word Count 746
Level 1020L
LOS ANGELES, Calif. — City officials have started to take away tiny houses for homeless people,
who live and sleep on city sidewalks in South Los Angeles. They are about as big as a garden shed
and the city plans to "discard" the houses.
Elvis Summers, who built and donated the structures, removed seven of the gaily painted wooden
houses that come with solar-powered lights and American flags. He is saving them from the
scheduled city sweep planned for later in the week.
Summers says he was once homeless. He placed them at city campsites along the 110 Freeway, for
homeless people to use instead of tents.
“These people are beaten down so hard, you give them any opportunity to be normal, it lifts them
up,” Summers said.
Some Call Structures Safer
Councilman Curren Price, who represents the neighborhood, said the houses pose serious health
and safety risks.
Price said that people complain that they must walk into the street to get around the tiny houses.
Some advocates for the homeless see the single-story structures as a cheap and safer shelter for
the homeless.
Neighbors and other opponents, however, say they provide cover for lawlessness and criminal
activity.
Nearby Neighbor Unhappy
June Ellen Richard, 54, has lived all her life within blocks of where the tiny houses are now placed.
She says they are homes for lawlessness and criminal activity.
Authorities destroyed drugs and seized a gun from one or more of the houses and tents.
Mayor Eric Garcetti’s spokeswoman, Connie Llanos, said Garcetti is working hard to get homeless
people into permanent housing.
“Unfortunately, these structures can be hazardous to the individuals living in them and to the
community at large,” Llanos said in a statement.
“When the city took the houses, they didn’t offer housing, they straight kicked them out,” Summers
said.
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New Law Targets Tiny Houses
The tiny house crackdown came as the city continues to struggle to balance the growing homeless
population with city housing rules. More than 30,000 people sleep in city streets in Los Angeles
County.
The city passed a new law against “bulky items” that can be taken away by the city. The tiny
houses are considered to be "bulky items."
The city also adopted a plan to end homelessness over the next 10 years. However, officials have
not identified a source of money to tackle the $2 billion problem.
Summers said he has built and placed 37 tiny houses, from Van Nuys to Inglewood. He had help
from volunteers and more than $100,000 in donations. The money came from people around the
world who were drawn to his online video campaign.
“It’s not a permanent solution, but nobody is doing anything for shelter right now,” Summers said.
He added that the houses should be given back to him rather than be destroyed. “They keep just
saying we need permanent housing but it never happens.”
"Their Plan Isn't Anything"
Price said there are alternatives that include shelters. However, he said, the tiny-house people
reject them.
Kenner Jackson, who lives in a tiny house with his wife, Becky, and terrier, Cowboy, said officials
were taking houses from people who need them right now. "Their plan isn’t anything,” he said.
Jackson said the city hauled away homeless people’s possessions. They left bulky items like
mattresses and chairs that residents dump next to the freeway, he said.
Johnny Horton, 60, whose heavily bandaged legs were scored with wounds from uncontrolled
diabetes, wept silently Wednesday as he contemplated going back to sleeping in the street.
Ex-Marine Is Among Homeless
“Laying on that tent on the sidewalk it’s impossible to keep clean,” Horton said. He said the staff at
the Los Angeles County-USC Medical Center, which discharged him Tuesday, said they would try to
get him housing, but it would take one to three months.
“I grew up in this neighborhood,” Horton said.
Several fliers were posted on Julia Briggs Cannon’s tiny house next to the city impound notice. The
fliers say she is seeking the whereabouts of her husband, Larry Joe Cannon.
Cannon, 58, said her husband is a Vietnam War-era Marine veteran with post-traumatic stress
disorder and memory loss. He was hospitalized with a seizure Feb. 5, then disappeared.
Cannon watched as Summers drove off with her house on a flatbed trailer. She sat on a thin bedroll
on the ground and pointed to the concrete.
“I’m staying right here,” she said, her eyes filling with tears.
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Prompt 1: The first article states “Jahkil wants to make even more
blessing bags this year. His goal is to make 6,000. He wants to help
kids in other cities make them too.” What advice would you give
Jahkil about recruiting other young people to participate?
These are the items in Jahkil’s blessing bags. What should he
include to create bags for young people his age? Make a list.
Prompt 2: After reading both articles, what are the pros and cons
of building tiny homes in Chicago? After creating your lists for both
sides, which side would you support and why?

Enrichment Activities
Digital Resources

If you have access to the internet, please go to tinyurl.com/DigitalAtHome. This document contains
links to multiple digital resources that you can use each day.
There are also more resources specific to grades 6–8 at tinyurl.com/CPSESEnrichment.

Non-Digital Resources

We’ve designed this section of the packet to provide you the opportunity to:

Directions

1. Each day, pick at least one activity to complete from each category.
2. Keep track of your work on a separate sheet of paper or in a journal.
3. At the end of each day, write a journal entry answering the questions:
a. What was my favorite activity today? Why?
b. What is something new I learned today?
c. What are my goals for tomorrow?
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Read

Read independently for at least 30–40 minutes per day (break the time into two or more chunks if that
works best). Then select 1–2 questions from the tables below to respond to or to discuss with a friend
or family member. You can pick different questions everyday!
Questions about fiction:
Describe a
problem or
conflict your
character faced.
How would you
solve it?

What lesson(s) do
any of the
characters learn?
What do we, as
readers, learn?

What are major
turning points in
the story?
(mood, plot,
characterization,
etc.)

Pick three
adjectives to
describe one of
the characters.
Use examples
from the text to
support your
choices.

Find examples of
symbols in your
story. What do
they mean and
what do they add
to the story?

Change the
genre of your
book. What
would happen to
the main
character in this
genre?

Analyze the plot
structure of your
story. Where does
the story begin?
End?

What are
repeated themes
in the text?
Provide evidence
to support your
answer.

What examples of
figurative
language are in
the text? What
meaning do they
hold?

Determine a
character’s
perspective and
how it affects the
telling of the story.

Create a comic
strip that
connects major
events in your
book.

Choose two
characters in your
story and
compare and
contrast them.

How does the
main character
change or
develop across
the story?

What are the
protagonist’s
strengths and
weaknesses?

What is the main
conflict in the
book? How do
the characters
react?

How does the
author’s use of
descriptive
language add to
the story?

Which minor
character most
influences the
protagonist? Give
an example and
explain why.

Can you draw
connections
between your
story and other
stories you have
read?

Based on the
themes in your
book, design a
new/alternate
cover for your
book.

Describe how the
author creates
tension around
the conflict. How
does it play out in
the climax of the
story?

What type of
language is used
to set the tone in
your book?
Provide evidence
and explanations.

How well did the
author develop
the characters?
What did you like
about them?
What did you
dislike?

Identify an
important
decision made by
the protagonist in
this chapter.
Would you have
decided the
same thing? Why
or why not?

Write a book
review about your
story, which parts
would you
highlight to get
other readers to
read your story?

Choose a few
scenes from your
book. Write it as a
scene from a
drama. Include
setting, dialogue,
and directions.
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Questions about informational texts:
Give examples of
when the author
uses extreme or
absolute
language (leaves
no doubt).

Find examples of
an author’s use of
experts to support
their claims.

How do the
diagrams or
photos add to
your
understanding of
the topic?

Create a diagram
of a descriptive
paragraph
provided in your
book.

Create an
infographic using
the facts and
figures from your
text.

Analyze the
language of your
text to determine
the author’s
perspective on
the issues/topics.

Create an
advertisement for
your book. Why
would other
students want to
read your book?

Create a jingle or
a poem for the
topic of your
book using
information you
learned from the
text.

Describe the text
structures found in
your text. How
does the
organization of
the information
contribute to the
meaning of the
text?

Create a
children’s version
of the book or
text. What
essential
information would
your young
reader need to
know?

Write a fictional
story from the
perspective of a
real person or
topic in your text.
Use information
you learned
about the person,
animal or thing to
write the story.

Compare the
topic of your
book to
something similar.
Make
connections
between your
topic and the
thing you are
comparing it to
(e.g., storms are
like roller
coasters).

What questions
do you have
about your topic?
How would you
research the
answer to your
questions?

Write a two
paragraph
critique of your
book. Include
your opinion
about the
content of the
text and the
writing style of the
author.

Create a
documentary
about your topic.
Create a
storyboard that
captures the most
interesting/excitin
g scenes that
would be in your
documentary.

Write

I Am Poem: Write a 3 stanza poem on a separate sheet of paper by completing each statement with
your own ideas. When you are done, recite the poem for an audience. If you want to write another
poem, interview someone and write an I Am Poem for them!
●

●

●

First Stanza: I am (2 special characteristics you have). I wonder (something of curiosity). I hear
(an imaginary sound). I see (an imaginary sight). I want (an actual desire). I am (the first line of
the poem repeated).
Second Stanza: I pretend (something you actually pretend to do). I feel (a feeling about
something imaginary). I touch (an imaginary touch). I worry (something that bothers you). I cry
(something that makes you sad). I am (the first line of the poem repeated).
Third Stanza: I understand (something that is true). I say (something you believe in). I dream
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(something you dream about). I try (something you really make an effort about). I hope
(something you actually hope for). I am (the first line of the poem repeated)
Start a Writing Journal
Pick one idea to write about every day. Get creative! Write in paragraphs or write a poem. Add
illustrations or diagrams. Go back to build on your writing over time as you think of new ideas.
1. What is your favorite holiday? Write the reasons for your choice.
2. What is the bravest thing you have ever done?
3. If you could be a superhero, what extraordinary powers would you give yourself? Explain your
choices.
4. What is the one food you would least like to give up for the rest of your life? Explain why.
5. Would you rather be a dog or a cat? Write the reasons for your choice.
6. Who or what makes you laugh? Explain why you think this person or thing is funny.
7. Imagine that you drank a magic potion, and then suddenly you started to grow smaller and
smaller. Finally, you were no larger than a fly. What would you do?
8. What is your most prized possession? Explain why it is so important to you.
9. What do you like most about yourself? What do you like least about yourself? Explain your
answers.
10. Do you think you have a lot of self-confidence? Explain the reasons for your answer.
11. What is the hardest decision you have ever had to make? Looking back on your decision, do
you now think you made the right choice? Explain your answer.
12. What is one goal or hope you have for the future? Explain why it is so important to you.
13. How would you feel if there was a new law forbidding the playing of any music?
14. Who is a hero of yours? Explain why that person means so much to you.
15. Which would you rather be: a fish or a bird? Explain your answer.
16. Invent a new game or a new toy you think people your age would like.
17. Imagine that you had to go to a deserted island for a week. In addition to food, shelter, and
other necessities that will be provided, you are allowed to take three personal items. What
would they be? Explain the reasons for your choices.
18. Would you prefer to live in a cold climate like Alaska’s or a hot climate like Florida’s? Explain
the reasons for your choice.
19. If you could be anything you want to be when you graduate from college, what would you
be? Explain your choice.
20. Write a science fiction or fantasy story in which you are a character.
Story or Poetry Re-tell: Copy the beginning of a story or poem, but don’t include the ending. Rewrite
it yourself!
Write a Play: Use the template below to create a play based on one of your journal entries.
● Pick a title for your play.
● List and describe your characters.
● Setting: Where is your play taking place?
● Time: What time is it in your play?
● Major Conflict: What major problem does the character confront in this play?
● Curtain Up! What are the characters doing when the curtain rises?
● Write your dialogue and stage directions. Example below.
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ANDREA
[Enters, holding a soccer ball] I can’t find it!
TRAVIS
I told you already: it’s in the car. [Takes the soccer ball]

Move

Healthy Corners: Identify four activities for the four corners of the room. Activities can include jumping
jacks, chair dips, arm circles, calf raises, or squats. Rotate through each corner after doing each
activity for 1-2 minutes.
● Variations: Play music and when the music stops, rotate between stations.
Fitness Uno: Before beginning the game, choose an exercise for each color. Example: Red- Jumping
Jacks, Green- Squat Jumps, Blue- Jog in Place, Yellow- Arm Circles. Complete the appropriate
exercise for each card that is played. When the card states WILD, pick your favorite exercise to
perform.
● Variations: If playing the game with the Uno deck of cards, use the number on the deck to
indicate how many reps to perform of each workout. You can also use a regular card deck
and assign workout movements to each suit.
● Materials Needed: Uno Cards or playing cards
Pulse Rate: Your pulse rate is the result of blood being pumped through your arteries by your heart.
When your heart contracts (pumps), blood moves through blood vessels in your body called arteries.
The arteries pulsate as blood rushes through them. This pulsation can be felt in different locations of
your body (wrist, neck, chest). During exercise, your heart muscle pumps harder to move oxygenated
blood to your muscle cells. Normally at rest, your heart muscle works less because your muscles are
not really active. Monitoring pulse rate is one way to evaluate one's cardiovascular fitness. Generally,
the healthier your cardiovascular system (heart, arteries), the lower your resting heart rate. While
sitting use the second and third fingers of your right hand to find the radial pulse of your left wrist.
1. Once you find your radial pulse, count each pulsation for one minute. Record your result.
2. Repeat procedure #1 five times.
3. Once you have completed your five minutes of data collecting, organize it by forming a line
graph.
4. Answer the following questions after organizing your data.
● What is a pulse?
● What can your resting pulse rate determine?
● What effect does exercising have on your pulse rate?
● What can you determine about your resting heart rate after collecting and charting
your data?
● Variations: Repeat daily and graph results. Take heart rate after movement and graph it.
Physical Activity Calendar: Complete the daily activity in the calendar. After finishing the activity for
today’s date, pick any other activity you want and complete that too!
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Design

Designing Solutions: Find a few short articles from magazines, newspapers, or other nonfiction texts.
Identify a real-world problem in what you read and design a solution to address the problem. After
drawing your design, look for items around the house that you can use to build a model of your
solution. Then answer the following questions:
● What is the problem you are trying to solve?
● Who will your solution help?
● How will you convince others to use your solution?
● Share your solution with a family member or trusted adult and ask for feedback.
● Revise your design and model to address the feedback you heard.
Rube Goldberg Machine: Identify a simple task and use household items to design and build a
multi-step machine to complete the task. Before building your machine, answer the following
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questions:
● What task are you trying to solve? (Closing a door is a great task to start with, but you can
choose anything!)
● What steps will you include in your machine? (Try to include at least 10!)
● What materials will you need?
● What will you do if your machine doesn’t work at first?
Musical Art: Gather paper and any art supplies (crayons, markers, paints), and a music source. Play
any song and listen to the music. What do you see in your mind? What do you hear? What do you
feel? Use your art supplies to express what you are seeing/hearing/feeling on paper. Repeat with two
more songs, trying to find songs that sound different from one another. After you finish, talk about (or
write) about what you created. Do they look different based on what you heard? Develop titles for
your artwork.

See the tasks below and others at youcubed.org/tasks.
Penny Collection: Consider a collection of pennies with the following constraints:
● When the pennies are put in groups of two, there is one penny left over.
● When they are put in groups of three, five, and six, there is also one penny left over.
● But when they are put in groups of seven, there are no pennies left over.
How many pennies could there be?
Nine Colors: You have 27 small cubes, 3 each of 9 colors. Can you use all the small cubes to make a
3 by 3 by 3 cube so that each face of the bigger cube contains one of each color?
Ice Cream Scoop: In shops with lots of ice-cream flavors there are many different flavor
combinations, even with only a 2-scoop cone. With 1 ice-cream flavor there is 1 kind of 2-scoop ice
cream, but with 2 flavors there are 3 possible combinations (eg vanilla/vanilla, chocolate/chocolate,
and vanilla/chocolate). How many kinds of 2-scoop cones are there with 10 flavors? What about “n”
flavors?
Leo the Rabbit: Leo the Rabbit is climbing up a flight of 10 steps. Leo can only hop up one or two
steps each time he hops. He never hops down, only up. How many different ways can Leo hop up
the flight of 10 steps? Provide evidence to justify your thinking.
Four 4’s: Can you find every number between 1 and 20 using only four 4’s and any operation?
Here’s an example √4 + √4 + 4⁄4 = 5
What’s the Secret Code?: Use the clues to find the code number:
● It is between 8,500 and 8,800.
● When multiplied by 8, the result is a whole number.
● The digit in the hundreds place is ¾ the digit in the thousands place.
● The sum of all digits in the number is 26.
● The digit in the hundredths place is 200% of the digit in the tenths place.
● There are no zeros in the decimal places.
What code numbers fit these clues? Explain how you used all of these clues to find these possibilities.
Write one more clue so that there is only one possible code number.
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